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For tlie more effectually preventing the admiiiiftering and 
taking of unlawful Oaths in Ireland • and for the 
Protection of Magiflrates and I'Vitneffes in Griminal 
Cafes. 



j^Qte. — ‘T/ie Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios in the 
written Copy. 



2 ■ <£ iR (S 3 © divers wicked and evil difpofed perfons have from Preamble. 

% J time to time attempted to feduce feveral of His Majefty’s Subjedls 

% (I' in Ireland from their Duty, and Allegiance to His Majefty, and 

to affociate them under the .pretended obligations of Oaths 
•unlawfully adminiftered ; 

IB0 it by the KING’S Moft Excellent Majesty, by and with 

the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by the Authority of the 
fame, That any perfon or perfons who at any time after the paffingof this penalty on 
A 61 fliall adminider or cauie to be admiiiiftered, tender or caufe to be Perfons ad- 
tendered, or be prefent aiding and affifting at the adminiftering or tender- ““ 
ing, or who lhall by threats promiles perluafions or other undue means Oaths for 
caufe, procure or induce to be taken by any perfon or perfons in Ireland 
upon a book or otherwife, any Oath or Engagement importing to bind ^ 
the perfon or perfons taking the lame to be of any Afibciation, Brother- 
hood, Committee, Society or Confederacy whatfoever, in reality formed 
or to be formed for feditious purpofes, or to difturb the public peace, or to 
2 Injure the perfons or property of any perfon or perfons whatfoever, or to 
compel any perfon or perfons whatfoever to do or omit or refufe to do 
any a<ft or aiSts whatfoever, under whatever name defcription or pretence 
foch AfTociation Brotherhood, Committee, Society or Confederacy fhall 
affume or pretend to be formed or confoituted, or any Oath or Engage- 
ment importing to bind the perfon taking the fame to obey the orders or 
rules or commands of any Committee or other body of men not lawfully 
conftituted, or of any Captain, Leader or Commander (not appointed by 
or under the Authority of His Majefly His Heirs and Succefibrs) or to 
affemble at the defire and command of any fuch Captain, Leader, Com- 
.mander or Committee, or of any perfon or perfons not having lawful 
authority, or not. to inform or give evidence againfl any Brother, Afib- 
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date, Confederate or other perfon or not to reveal or difeover his or 
her having taken any illegal Oath, or not to reveal or difeover any 
illegal a61 done or to be done, or not to difeover any illegal Oath or En- 
gagement which may be adminiftered or tendered to him or her, or the 
import thereof, whether fuch Oath Oiall be afterwards fo adminiftered 
or tendered or not, or whether he or fne fhall take Iheh Oath or enter into 
fuch Engagement or not, being by due courfe of Law eonvidted thereof, 
fhall be adjudged guilty of and 

every perfon who fhall take, in Ireland, any fuch Oath or Engagement, 
importing fo to bind him or her as aforefaid, and being by due courfe of 
Law thereof convidted, fhall be adjudged guilty of 

Pj'ovided always, That any perfon or perfons who may have been com- j 
ti’iyoSiers P“hed by.inevitable .necellity to commit any of the offences aforefaid, upon 
unluis they ]5i'oof 01 fuch inevitable neceffitv, fhall be excufed and jufUfied, provided 
give mform-p fuch inevitable neceflitv fhall juflifv or excufe anv liich neri'jn or ner- 

tion to a Jill- ^ 1 r- I n I /I 11 • 1 - ■ i' *' ^ 

ticc in time lons uiilels he fhe or they fhall within days, if not prevented by adlual force 

and manner or fickiiefs, and then vdthin days after fuch adlual force or ficknefs 

Uoued.'^*^"* clifable him her or them from giving information of the fame, 

difclofe to one of His Majefly’s Jufrices of the Peace in the coiintv in which 
he fhe or they fliall then be, by infonnadoa on oath, the whole ofwhat he 
' file oi’ they know touching the compelling him her or them to commit any 
fuch offence, and of the perfon or perfons by whom he die or they were 
compelled to commit fuch offence, and who were jirefent at the time fuch 
OfT. d rs offcijce was committed, and of the place where the fame was committed; 
tried within provided hoM'cver, that no })erfon fhall be fo excluded from the defence of 
days inevitable necefffty who fhall be tried for the faid offence within the faid 
Ivom Defence Period of days from the commilfoii of fuch offence, or of 

of inevitable days from the time wdien fuch force or ficknefs fhall ceafe as aforefaid. 

And be it further Enadled, That all perfons prefent aiding and affiflino- 
at, the adtniniftering or tendering of any fuch Oath or Engagement, and 
all perfons caufing any fuch Oath or .Engagement to be adminiftered or 
tendered, though not prefent, fhall be deemed principal offenders, and 
tried as fuch, though the perfon or perfons who adluaily adminiftered or 
tendered fuch Oath or Engagement fhall not have been tried or convidled. 

And be it further Enadled, That It fhall not be neceffary in any In- 
didlment to be found againft any perfon for adminiftering tendering or 
taking fuch Oath or Engagement, to fet out the words of fuch Oath or 
Engagement, and that it fhall be fufficient to fet forth therein the purport 
or objedl of fuch Oath or Engagement. 

AND whereas it has happened that perfons who have given informa- 
tion againft perfons accufed of crimes in Ireland, have been murdered 
before trial of perfons accufed, in order to prevent their giving Evidence, 
and to^eftefl the acquittal of the accufed; BE it Declared and Enadled, 
That if any perfon. who hath given or fhall give information or exami- 
nation upon Oath againft any perfon or perfons for any offence againft 
Laws, hath been or fhall, before the trial or trials of the perfon or 
jhaii be ad-’ ' perfons refpeclively againft whom fuch information or examination hath 
tvi 'nee be murdered or violently put to death, or fo maimed 

VI i- nee. py forcibly camed away and fecreted as not to be able to give Evidence 
on the trial of the perfon or perfons againft whom fuch information or 
examination was given, the information or examination of fuch perfon, 
fo taken on Oath, fhall be admitted in all Courts of Juftice in Ireland as 
Evidence on the trial or trials of the perfon or perfons refjjedlively 

againft 



necellity. 

47 G. Ill- Aiders and 
St. 2- c. 13- Abettors 
c. j., . deemed Prin- 



47 G- HI. Purpnrt of 
St 2, c. 13. Qa,|j iijfTi 
dtniitilii- 
didmeiit. 



47 G. Ill, Informations 
t. .. c. 33. 

wbo Hial! 
lodge IC\a- 
miii.itions 
iiiid fliitll be 
murdertti or 
maimed, or 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



( 3 ) 

againft whom fuch information or examination was given : Provided 
always, that the information or examination of a Witnels fecreted fhall 
not be Evidence, nnlefs it fhall be found (on a collateral IfTue, to be put 
to the Jury trying the Prifoner) that the perfon fo fecreted was fecreted 
by the perfon then on trial, or by fome perfon or perfons adling for him 
^ or her, or in his or her favour. 



And be it further Enadted, That if it fhall appear that any perfon 
having given information or evidence againft any perfon or perfons tiatK,a-c. 
charged with any offence againff the public peace, fhall have been murdered be 
or maimed previous to the trial of the perfon or perfons accufed by fuch murdered "on 
, information or evidence or of any of them, or on account of any fuch account of 
evidence given, or that any Magiftrate or other Peace Officer ffiall be 
murdered or maimed on account of his exertions as fuch M^'giftrate or crumliuiy 
, Peace Officer to bring diflurbers of the public j^eace to jufticc, it fhall may prcfcut 
and may be lawful to and for the Grand Jury of the County, County of Perfon 
a Town or County of a City within which fuch murder or maiming ffiall or their Re- 
have been committed refpeftively, to preffint fuch fum or fums of Money 
as they ffiali think juft and reafonable, to be paid to the perfoaal Repre- 
fcntative of fuch Witnefs Magiflrate or Peace- Officer who ffiall be mur- 
dered, or to fuch Witnefs Magiflrate or Peace Officer wdio ffial! be 
maimed, having regard to the rank degree fituation and circumftances of 
fuch Witnefs Magiflrate or Peace Officer, to be raifed on the County at 
large^ Barony half Barony or Pariffi in which fuch murder or maim- 
ino- ffiall refpcdlively have been jjerpetrated, at the difcretion of fuch 
Grand Jury. 



And be it further Enabled, That it ffiall and may be lawful for any 
Juftice ofthePeacein Ireland to arreft and bring before him, or caufe to 
be arrefted or brought before him, any Stranger fojourning or wandering, 
and to examine him or her on oath refpedling his or her place of - abode, 
the place from wffience he or ffie came, his or her manner of livelihood, and 
his or her objedt or motive for remaining or coming into the County City or 
Town in which he or ffie ffiall be found, and unlefs he or ffie ffiall anfwer to 
the fatisfadtion of fuch Magiftrate, or produce fufficient fectirity for his or 
her good behaviour, fuch Magiflrate ffiall commit him or her to Gaol or the 
Houfe of Corredlion, there to remain until he or ffie ffiall find fuch fecurity 
as aforefaid, or until he or ffie ffiall be difcharged by fuch Magiflrate : Pro- 
vided always, that fuch Magiflrate fliall without delay, after fuch committal, 
tranlmit to the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of 
Ireland for the time being, a true and faithful Report of flich committal, and 
the grounds and reafons thereof, the amount of Rail required, with the 
examination of the Prifoner, and the reafons allcdged by him why he or 
ffie ffiould not be committed, which luch Magiflrate is required to take 
dow'n in’ writing, in order that fuch perfon may be detained or difcharged as 
to the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland 
for the time' being may feem right. 
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And be it further Enafted, That it thall and may be lawful to and for all Magifirates 
Magiftrates of the adjacent Counties at large refpedtu'ely, to execute this may aft in 
A£t within the feveral Counties of Cities or Counties of Towns in Ireland, 
except the County of The City of Dublin; and in like manner, that the 
feveral Magiflrates of luch Counties of Cities and Counties of Tov.'ns 
ffiall have like powers to execute this A(5f in the adjacent Counties at 
large. 
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And be It farther Ena6ted, That all the powers and authorities given to> 
and ail duties required from Magiftrates of Counties at large, under and 
by this A<5t, fhatl be and are hereby • given to and required from all 
Magiflrates of Counties of Towns or Counties of Cities in Ireland. 

And be it further Enaded, That if any A6Hon Suit Plaint or fnforma- 
•tion (hall be commenced or profecuted againft any perlbn or peifons for 
what he or they fhall do in purfuance and execution of this Afl, the lame 
dhall be commenced within months after the offence committed, and 
ihall be brought or laid within the County where the a£l was committed; 
.and fuch perfon fo Hied may plead the General Iflue of Not Guilty, and 
upon IITue joined, may give this Ad and the Ipecial matter in evidence; 
and if the Plaintiff or Profecutor fhall become iionfuit, or forbear profe- 
• cution or fuffer a difcondnuance, or if aVerdid or Judgment on Demurrer ^ 
-fhall pafs againft him, the Defendant fhall recover Coffs. 

AND whereas doubts may arife whether any fuch Adion Suit Plaint 
I'b'i/' ' [ijf’jiecord Of Information was fo commenced or profecuted againft the Defendant 
ciuit the Ac- or Defendants therein, for what he or they did in purfuance or execution 
brouahrf.ir Enaded, That in all cafes where there fhall be a 

Matrer uiKler Verdid for the Defendant, if it fnall appear to the Judge or Court before 
this Act. -whom the faid Caufe fhall have been tried, that the fame was profecuted 
for any ad done in purfuance or execution of this Ad. fuch Judge or 
- Court fliall certify the fame on record, and thereupon fuch Coils 

fhall be adjudged as aforefaid ; and if the Plaintiff^ or Profecutor fhall 
-become nonfuit, or forbear profecution or fuffer a diicontiiiuance, or if 
Judgment fhall. pafs againft him on Demurrer, it fhall and may be lawful 
for the Defendant or Defendants, or any of them, to fuggeft on the Record 
that Inch Adion Suit Plaint or Information was brought againft fuch 
Defendant or Defendants for what -he or they did in purfuance or exe- 
cution of this Ad, which fuggeftlon may be traverfed by the Plaintiff, if 
he fhall think proper fo to do, and Iffue being joined thereupon, the fame |o 
fhall be tried at Nifi Prius according to the iimal courfe of fuch (ii^ourt on 
Ifilies joined therein; and if foch fuggeftion fhall not be traverfed, or 
being traverfed the Iffue thereon fhall be found for flich Defendant or De- 
fendant’, he or they fhall thereupon be entitled to his or their Cofts 
.as aforefaid, together with trie Cofts of the faid fuggeftion and 

of the Proceedings thereon (if any) ; and if fuch Ifiue fhall be found for 
the faid Plaintiff, he fhall be entitled to the Cofts of the faid fu<igeffion 
and the Proceedings thereon, and the fame fhall be let off againft the 
Cofts to be adjudged to the Defendant or Defendants mal.ing fuch llig- 
geftion on the faid Adlion Suit Plaint or Information, and the Judgment 
fhall be for the balance of the faid Cofts (if any). 

And be it further Enabled, That where a Verdi(ft fhall be given for the 
‘ Plaintiff in any fuch A6lion as aforefaid, and the Judge or Court before 

tifics wUi^r 'vhom the caufe fhall be tried flrall certify on the Record that the injury for 
Injury which fuch Adlioii is brought w.as wilfiillv and malicioufly committed, the 

•Colls. Plaintiff fhall be entitled to Cofts of Suit. 
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